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Higher and Further Education Institutions Demand Resources 
to Support Modern Teaching of Islam  

Eduserv Secures Reduced Rates for Encyclopaedia  of  Islam Online 
and other Major Resources in Middle Eastern  

and Islamic Studies from Brill 
 
Bath, 30th July 2007 –Eduserv, the not-for-profit IT services group, announces that 

its software and information licensing service, Chest, has negotiated a preferential 

pricing agreement with Brill for access to the Encyclopaedia of Islam Online and 

other major online resources in the field of Middle Eastern and Islamic studies, 

following requests made by higher and further education institutions.  

 

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Online will help colleges and universities to enhance the 

modern teaching of Islam by highlighting the diversity of Islam and Islamic cultures. 

Drawing on a wide range of disciplines and methodologies, the Encyclopaedia covers 

every aspect of Islam, including the countries where Islam is or has been a prominent 

aspect of society.  The online edition includes all entries from the second edition of 

the Encyclopaedia of Islam. It also includes entries from the all-new third edition – a 

publication project involving thousands of scholars from around the world.  

 

In addition to the Encyclopaedia of Islam Online, the agreement between Eduserv 

and Brill gives access to other major online resources essential to the study of Islam, 

including the Encyclopaedia of Women & Islamic Cultures Online, the Encyclopaedia 

of the Qur’an Online and the world’s leading bibliographical database in the field, the 

Index Islamicus Online.  

 

Further and higher education institutions that subscribe to these online resources 

through Chest benefit from privileged pricing, available through Eduserv’s shared 

service model.  Eduserv works closely with colleges and universities, gaining an 

understanding of institutions’ requirements, compiling wish lists for resources and 

negotiating deals with suppliers on their behalf. This enables colleges and 

universities to gain access to necessary resources, while taking away the burden of 

complex negotiation and licence management for individual institutions. 97 per cent 

of universities and colleges in UK benefit from at least one Chest agreement saving 

over £25m per annum.  
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For further information about how institutions can benefit from the Chest service, or 

to add resources to the Chest wish list, please contact  chesthelp@eduserv.org.uk or 

phone 01225 403222. 

### 

 
Notes to Editors 
 
About Eduserv 
Eduserv is a unique, self funding registered charity with the mission to realise the 
benefits of IT for learning and research. Eduserv have an in-depth understanding of 
Education and is driven by the needs of the community to deliver real benefits and 
save significant sums of money each year.  Services include: 
 

• Access and Identity Management (Athens and OpenAthens) 
• E-resource framework agreements for education – (Chest)  
• Managed web hosting 
• Content management (CMS) and web development. 

Trading surpluses are used to support the work of the Eduserv Foundation in the 
education sector.   

About Brill 
Founded in 1683 in Leiden, the Netherlands, Brill is a leading international academic 
publisher in the fields of Medieval and Modern History; Biblical and Religious Studies, 
Ancient Near East and Egypt; Middle East and Islamic Studies; Asian Studies (incl. 
Hotei imprint); Classical Studies; Social Sciences; Biology; Science (VSP imprint); 
Human Rights and Public International Law (Martinus Nijhoff imprint). With offices in 
Leiden and Boston, Brill today publishes more than 100 journals and around 600 new 
books and reference works each year. In addition, Brill is a major provider of primary 
source materials online and on microform for researchers in the humanities and 
social sciences through its imprint IDC Publishers. In principle all publications are 
available in print or microform, as well as in electronic form. Brill’s customers are 
academic and research institutions, libraries, and scholars. Brill is a publicly traded 
company and listed on Euronext Amsterdam NV. www.brill.nl 
 
For more information about Eduserv please visit www.eduserv.org.uk or 
contact: 
Katy Askew / Kersti Klami 
Fuse PR 
Tel:  020 8752 3207 / 3216 
Email: katy@fusepr.com / kersti@fusepr.com  


